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Glossay Of Blogging TeIMS .. ... 10

1. Structure of Blogosphere, or Where Internet Users Write

he tem blogosphee — the cquus of all webogs — frst gppeaed in 1999Brad Gaham the

author of the new word, coined it as a joke: at the time, the whole blogosphere consisted of
a hunded sitesFive yeas lder, in 2004 Martam-\Wbster the pullisher of the most complete
dictionary of the English language, named “blog” — an online personal journal — the word of the
year By tha time the dobal hogosphee became hegaccoding toTednorati.com,one ofthe
leading English-language blog search engines, in September 2006 there weré4noikidiman
blogsin the world.

Accoding toYande Blog Seath (Blagsyande.ru), the Rissian-langga dogosphee cur
renty contains mar thanl,150,000veldogs and wer 80 million entries Three n& entries (on
averag) ae posted \ery secondCetainl, not all vedogs ae regulaty updéed, some ofthem
have been abandoned. Of more than a million weblogs, in the last thre&400D@akslogs had
upddes Therfore,in the Rissian lmgosphee 46%blogs ae active. According toTednorai.com,
1.6 million ne posts & made dailover the wrld. The déa of Yande& Blag Seah shav tha in
the Russian langga dogosphee this fgure exceed€.06,000Consequentialthough Bssian logs
only take 2% of the total world amount, 7% of all new entries in all languages are made in Russia
On averageRussian-langga Hogges write thee times meroften as comped to vesten bloggers.

Stating from 2003the rumber ofweldogs in the lpbal Bogospheedoubled eery six months.
The Russian blogosphere is growing apace. In the first nine month of 2006, Russian-speaking Intern
users registered twice as many journals as in the whole of 2005.1008806blogs are created
ewvery hour in the Rissian Intaret (ony 20 in 2005).
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The ley fedures th&a made sut social seices popular arsimplicity and easy access
Blog hosting sites agrtheburdenof pulishingentries and vide a comenient teknology
for pulicaion of joumals Ownes of blogs & public blog hosting seers hae no need in
arny special témical knavledg. The “how?” question is adad ansvered,leaving the lbogger
to answer the “what?” question.

Russian-langga Hdogs ae, for the most pdr kept & 14 Hog hosting sewers (the
number includes sites that host more than 200 weblogs). Blog hosting websites housing be-
tween 50 and 350 thousandjournals make upthe Big Bur (Livejournal.com,
Livelnternet.ru, Blogs.mail.ru, Diary.ru). At the momentthe most popular hosting in
Russia is still kejoumal.com (US)Foreign bog hosting seers hold a total 0f38% of
Russian-langga webogs (in Figue 1,US hosting sgers ae maked with a fiag). Russian
servers alread host62% of theblogs and their sharis continousy gowing

Figue 1.Distribution of Russian-langga Hogs ly hosting seers

livej ourn al.com 228731 115396
liveinternet.ru 167796 115474
blogs.mail.ru 71878 75259
diary.ru 44304 22196
planeta.rambler.ru 5110 21877
damoc hka.ru 9931 13458
dnevniki.ngs.ru 230 4644
blogon line.ru 872 1923
lj.rossia.org 273 2024
wehlog.rc-mir.  com 1358 694
blogspot.com 733 1244
Blogs.comby.c om 9| 424 active bloys
blogs klerk.ru o= aban doned blogs
spaces.li ve.com 107 126
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(based orYand« Blog Seath daa analsis)

We ranked Hog hosting seers by the to-
Figure 2. Proportion of blogs with five and = tal rumber ofregisteed Bogs However,f we
more entries in total number of posts at hostinperform the anking ly the shar of actve

sites weblogs (that were updated in the last quarter),
%0% the pictue will be somehat different. For
80% Livejounal.com and Diguru,the popottion of
70% active blogs is close to 40%, while for
60% 3 Livelntenet.iu and Blgsmail.u their shar is
50% 21% and 18%espectiely. We should note tha
40% users often abandon newly created journals af-
0% ter just a couple adntries
20% By share of weblogs with five and more
10% L L entriesthe Rissian Diafru is athe lead with

81% of total number of blogs at the site. At
Blogsmail.u they accountdr onl a thid of
the total.

0%
Blogs.mail. ru Livente rnet.ru Livejou rnal.com Diary .ru

(accoding toYand& Blog Seath dda)
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Along with Bogs lept a open hosting sitedhe amount ofthe so-called
standalone blogs in Russia is also rising: in September, their number reached 4,50
Similaty to standad sites
standalone blogs need a domaingigure 3. Engines used by standalone blogs in Russian Internet
hosting, and publishing software

(engine). The majority of uWordpress
standalone lloggers 3,032, or :;igfﬁéwpe
67%) useWordPressas an en- minTema
gine. Another 1% use Movable B
Type;all other engines takess u Text
than 1% each. l = oter

A standalone Ibgger males
four times as manyentries aan

average journal owner at the Big
Four hosting sites (accoding toYande Blog Seah dda)

2. Who Bloggers Are

An avera@ Russian logger is a 21ear old émale studentdm Moscav. Her regular eades
are 24 other loggers.

2.1. Geography of Russian-Language Blogosphere

oumals in RssianLike the Intenet as a twole the Hogosphee knavs no stee boders.
Naturally, the lagest mmber of Russian-langga Hogges speciéd the Rssian Edegtion as their
country of residenceApar from Russiathe post-Sdet space has neoRussian-speakindplggers
than other foreign
countries The former
Soviet Union takes the

stsian-language blogosphere is transnational: people in more than 90 countries keep their onli

Figue 4.Distribution of Russian-langga Hoggers by county

Russian F ederation 102267 .
_ tenth place in the rank-
Ukraine 11362 ) .
ing of Russian-speak-
USA 4684 : )
ing boggers’ home
3476 .
Israel countries723 usex of
Belarus |_]3367 Livejournal.com
Estonia {J 1377 named the USSR as
Latvia ||1324 their place of resi-
Germany (11099 dence. It is remarkable
Canada || 784 that the country selec-
Soviet Union [ 723 tion menu at one of
United Kingdom || 666 the Hog hosting ser
Kazakhstan | 632 ers,beside the tfrmer
0 2000 0 4000 0 6000 0 8000 0 100 000 SOVIet Unlon ! haS an

(based on analysis of user profiles at Livejournal.com and Livelnternet%%t\ll?er: anltgr? future
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The averwhelming majority96%) of Russian lmggers live in 12 cities (the list aities
is shown in Figure 5). In ten of these cities, population exxesditiion people 79%of all
Russian-langga Hoggers Ive in Moscw and Saint éeshurg (even though the tav ci-

tals account for only a

Figue 5.Distribution of Russian-langga Hoggers by city third of all Russian

Internet users).
Moscow 11244 2 .
Saint Petersburg a15a Vladlvo_stok and Irkutsk
Samara 6182 made it to the tOp
EE'OtVO_SiE”Sk ;83638 twelve bogger cities
aterinburg .
Rostov-on-Don 3779 deSplte the fact that
Nizhniy Novgorod 3279 they are not among the
Vladivostok 3250 . i
Krasnodar m 2084 leading dozen cities by
Ufa = 2929 the total number of
Kazan fm 2918 ®numb er of blo ggers Internet uses.

Irkut sk = 2720

Vladivostok and Irkutsk
have the largest propor-
tion of bloggers per
Internet capita.

0 2000 0 4000 0 6000 0 8000 0 100 000 1200 00

(based oYande Blog Seath dda on usex of Livedumal.com and
Livelnternet.ru)

2.2 Gender Sucture

ppaentl, in Russia wmen ae moe indined to un online jounals and paicipae in
community networks Stdisticaly, per 140,000male uses of the lagest Rissian log
hosting Lvelntemnet.iu thee ae 90,000 male user For comparison54% ofthe US bbggers
are male and 46% are female (according to Pew Internet research, June 19, 2006). And accord-
ing to the pubcly availble user d@a of the world’s lagest bog hosting MySpacthe gnder
ratio is approximately 50/50.

2.3 Age Distribution

he average age of Russian

bloggers is 21,several
years less than the average
age of a Russian Intemet user.
More than 80% of Russian
bloggers ae in 15-35age cd-
ery. The poportion of bloggers
above 40is still small (slightly
more than2%). In the US by
comparison, the most senior
blogger caegory (50-64) taks a
sizeable 14% (according to Pew
Internet). The shae of bloggers

above 40 in the total number of
(based orvande Blog Seaih dda on uses of users of Livejournal.com across

LiveJournal.com and Livelnternet.ru) the world is 2.4% (110,974).

Figue 6.Age distrilution of Russian-langga doggers
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Blogeers’ average e difers betveen egions Of the 13 Rssian cities lvere the lagest
number of users stipulated their age in their profiles, the “most senior” users live in Chelyabinsk
and the “pungest” are in KrasnodarHowe\er, for bloggers in diferent Russian cities thers
no meaningfulge gp to talk dout. Regional boggers ae on aerage halfa year older than
bloggers in Moscuw.

Figue 7.Average Hogger aje in Rissian cities
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2.4 Education

t Livejournal.com, 177,000 users (51% of the Russian-language audience of the site) specifi
their level of education. Of the schools they na#i@6larehigher educationalestablish-
ments (academies, institutes, and universities). The number of students exceeds that of gradt
ates — another dérence ofbloggers compagd to Rissian Intaret uses in gneal. If we con-
sider all Internet users, the proportion of people with higher education is notably larger than the
shae of students

2.5 Corelation between
blogger age and popularity

Figure 8. Correlation between age and number of friends

he number of friends at a blog host

ing site is one of the indicators of * " I
the Hoggers popularity among the us-
ers. Uses who adled a bog to their  * ImEs A
friends list a its primay reades. The
analysis of Livejournal.com data dem® = NS - oo
onstites thablogges in 41-56ge ca-
egory have twice as many regular rea> - [ ENGGzIzzGzNlN B VA
ers (on average) than those aged 19-Z e e e
Consequeny] todgy the inteest in a (based orvande Blag Seath dda on uses of
blog is popottional to the wners ae. LiveJournal.com)

Blogosphere of Russian Internet. Autumn 2006

ol



n contast to the Engsh-languge dogosphee,we do not gt hae ary “professionalbloggers

living of their Hogs and making mop&om adrertising At the same timeve see an ineasing
number ofcormorate Hogs “officially” run by compag emplgeesColporae Hogs ae hamcter
ized ky an inbrmal,often ionic style ofdescribing a compgs life. There ae curently seeral
dozens ofsud blogs (accaling toYande Blog Seaih). For ekample companies lék Stanlogs,
Yande, and Mailu kego their avn coporate wedogs

3. Multimedia Content in Blogs

An online jounal maks a peoris life open to the puis, and allavs the author to adess a
potentialy unlimited audiench is a peréct oppotunity to speakbmut ones life and gpress
oneself The options & not limited to te only. When Hoggees lak words to ecount their Vies

they male use ofother means ofelf-a&pressionjnduding audio and visual ones

3.1. Photos

he most widely used multimedia objects in weblogs are images, and the majority of
them ae photos Virtually ary owner of an online joural with & least a couple
entries has illusred a post with a photd keast onceAvailavility of digital equipment
coupled with a possibility @inmediée pubicaion made photgrghy a tuly unversal
hobby. A quarter (26%) of all Hog entries contain irgas In 2006,the highest mumber
of new photos and pictess vere posted on thé&/omeris Day, March 8:almost40%of all
the dg’s entries had pictes According toYande Blog Seash, one ofthe most popular
tags (keywords or categories) in the Russian blogosjtiergear round is “photo”.

3.2. Podcasting

dcastindalso eferred to as netcasting)a compound ofhe words “iRod” (a popular digital

music playerd “broadcasting”. In place of text entries and photos, podcasters create sound
files with total plang time beteen 5 and 30 mites These ecodings a& usuajl composed of
music,sound dfects and the auth@’spedt They ae a sarof pewsonal adio boadcasts thaan
be played at any time.

Podcasting can be consittia type oblogging and nev entries — podcasts — can be moni-
tored using RSS tewlagy, similaly to standakr bog entries

In Russiapodcasting isrgdualy becoming mer popularUses adl several daens of new
podcasts dgilto the thousands @kisting onesThe most popular subjectsRdssian podcastsear
humor, blogges’ everyday life, nevs and cultug events
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4. Bloggers’ Interests
4.1 Subjects

Imost all bog owness a Livejounal.com spegdd their intezsts in their user giiles As
in real lie,in the bogosphee peoplef every age caegory have their ovn preferencesWe
have spately identifed ten most popular ingsts 6r bloggers aged 20-29 and 40-49.
It turned out thaithere is an 80%weiap in the inteests oftwenty- anddrty-yearolds
For both gnegtions music takes the ifst place ¥ popularityHowe\er, forty-yearolds’in-
terests in “books” and “literature” added together would come before their interest in music.

photography
cats mu sic

trave ling

comp uters

movi es Figure 9. Interests of 20-
year-olds

sea

sex
psychology
boo ks

history .
mu sic
cats

trave ling
psychology

women
Figure 10. Interests of 40-
year'OIdS literature

book s

computers
movies

(accoding toYande Blog Seah dda on usey of Livejounal.com and kelntemnet.i)

Movies are equally entertaining at 20 and at 40, and the keyword was Ls%d by
and10%of bloggers, respectiely. Both @ 20 and 840 people & inteested in psshol-
ogy and computet Cats andtraveling occufy the eighth and ninth place ankings ér
both age goups

In the inteests oftwenty-yarolds the thid place is tan by “sex”, wheras the logger
audienceged betveen 40 and 49 @uominangl male) stiputas “women” in their inteests
Possilty, the gopeal ofthe “process’is lder replaced ip the ppeal ofthe pater. On the other
hand,it could be puwely a méer of different teminolagy.

The assumption that older people become more interested in others is supppsted by “
chology”, taking theifth rank & 20 and the second 40.We can corlade tha&it is not the
interests that change with age, but rather the priorities and the words that people use to desic
nate their peferences

Blogosphere of Russian Internet. Autumn 2006
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4.2 Events

metimes blogs are pompously called “new mass media” or even “a threat to traditional journal
m”. Accoming to polls conducted lbaw Intemet,34% of US bBogges consider theiretdogs

a kind ofjoumalism.Ther were instancesiven the wrld’s top media quoted entries“ofdinary”

blogges tha found themseés in the midst ofotavorthy events or had unique oringion. Cer

tainl, a Hog ovner mgy & some point suwdeny tum into a jounalist;howeverthe pobability of

tha is \ery low.
Quite often,blog entries ar triggered ky events cwered by nevavires The lanking ofthe

most widely discussed events in summer of 2006 is shown in Figure 11:

Figure 11. News most widely discussed in blogs in summer 2006

Isr ael-Lebanon ¢ onflict

FIFA World Cup

Pirate s of the Caribbean mov ie
Rift in Parliament of Ukraine

Zidane vs. Matera zzi

In trod uctio n o f Orthodox Christianity a s school
subj ect

Explosi on at Cherkizovo mar ket
Weatherin M oscow and Saint Petersburg
Kondopoga events
Preside nt Putin’s we b-conference
Madonna’'s Mo scow concert

TU-154 crash near Donestk

0 300 00 6000 0 9000 0 12000 0 15000 O
(accoding toYande.News and Blg Seah dda)

It is inteesting to note thiahe top fve of most pominent gents does not ihade ay Russia
intemal afairs. The lanking intudes oughl the same amount glitical and pulr events as
those notelded to politics Wasoerer. Howeverdespite thealct tha “politics” did not mak it to
the top ten user interests, a political development (involving countries not bordering the Russian

Fedestion) took the ifst place in theanking with a wide ngan.
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5. Conclusions

The Russian-langga Hogosphee is gowing eponentiall. In 2005,only 20 n& blogs
were created every hour; in 2006, this figure exceeds 100. Three new entries (on average)
posted every second.

Accoding toYande Blog Seath dda, thee ae moe than 1,150,000eWdogs in the Rssian
Internet as of September 2006.

A year go,Livejounal.com had meruses than all Bssian log hosting sites gether Today,
over 60% ofblogges hae their vedogs & Russian seers.Around 1,400 ve blogs ae ceded
daily at the Russian blog hosting websites, and only 750 at Livejournal.com.

Top four most popularlbg hosting seers ae Lvedumal.com (44.78% ddll Russian lan-
guae Hog entries daj), Livelntenet.u (19.98%)Diary.ru (13.15%)and Blgsmail.u (7.34%).
60% of Russian logges ae female40% ae male Their aera@ ae is 21se/emal yeas less than
the aerag@ a@e of a Rissian Intaret userA vast majority oblogges (95%) \ie in citieswhere
populdion exceeds one million peopheaty 80% a& from Moscav and Saintdeshurg.

The blogosphere covers cultural and political events as well as internal happenings that are
interest mostt to Hogges themseks The pultic events thawere most widgldiscussed ineldogs
in summer 2006ee Isael-Léanon corict, FIFA World Cup 2006and the rift in the Ulinian
Parliament. The most popular culture event in Russian-language blogosphere that season was
raes ofthe Caribean:Dead Mais Chest mae (3,391 eny.

Yandex Analytical group
analyst@yandex-team.ru
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Glossarl of Blogging Terms

Blog — a jounal lept by one or seeral uses, hosted on th&veb. Bdinicaly, adqis a type
of website vhere nev messges (seenty) ae displged ahead oblder ones

Blog hosting — a website poviding sevices or creaing and marging blogs(usualy
free of charge).

Blogger — a peson wo posts to &la
Blogosphere — the dobal inbrmational spaceofmed ly the collecte content ofall Hags
Blog engine— pulishing softare requied to un standalondas

Comments— bayreades’ responses to anty, added to arentyvia a speciabfm. An enty
can be dllowed ty comments

Entry — a sinfe unit of content in day Usualy contains a subjebipdy contentdae, and
a pemanent linkCan also contabags arlthks tocomments

Friends — regular eades of aba
Online journal — sedda

Podcasting (also knan asnetcasting — a type ofblogging vhere postsontain wice e-
cordings rather than text.

Post — seeenty.

Standalone blog— abloghat is an independent website with its own domain and customized
publlishing pl#orm (engine).

Tag — keyword or textual ldel,also called taory. Tagsre used itlaggo organiz entrielgy
type of content.
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