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Moscow and Saint Petersburg

The big gap between the capitals and the regions results, first and foremost, 
from the difference in quality of internet access (fig. 2 on page 3). If the 
most popular internet connection speed in most big cities in Russia is below 
512 kbps, such rates are rare in Moscow and Saint Petersburg and cost, 
on average, about 75 roubles per month in Moscow and about 94 roubles 
per month in Saint Petersburg. For 500–600 roubles per month6 users in 
Moscow and Saint Petersburg can have internet access at 7500 kbps and at 
6000 kbps, correspondingly.  

	 Percentages of home computers on broadband connection in regional 
metro areas and in the capitals do not differ much and in both cases reach 
about 30  %.

	 Although the gap between the capitals and the regions is still large, it 
does not look as huge as it did a year ago. Regions are the farthest behind 
the capitals in blogosphere development and in number of domains per 
1,000 users. However, during 2008 the regional blogosphere caught up a 
little — now Moscow has only seven times as many active blogs per user as 
in the regions compared to eleven last year.

	 The average aggregate of the four metrics is up 462  % for the regions, 
250  % for Moscow, and 136  % for Saint Petersburg, compared to last year.

Fig. 3  Internet development in Moscow and Saint Petersburg compared to regional average
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6 This is what the most popular 
internet connection speed costs.
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Appendix 
Key facts and figures

In 2008 Russia saw a 4  % increase in internet penetration – mostly due to 
the regional growth. 

	 According to FOM, Runet’s six months audience in the fall of 2008 exceeded 
34 million totaling to 30  % of Russia’s population over 18 years old. 

	 While the most common connection speed average for 21 large cities 
(except Moscow and Saint Petersburg) is 410 kbps, web users in both 
capitals enjoy the rate of about 7000 kbps. Internet access in Moscow and 
in Saint Petersburg is cheaper than in any other large city in Russia, by 93  % 
and by 91  %, correspondingly. 

	 33  % domains registered in the .RU zone are regional, 13  % up 
year-on-year.  

	 Among all Russia’s regions, the Urals shows the highest average 
aggregate of internet development, largely, due to Ekaterinburg. The South 
is the least internet-developed region in Russia. The Volga region is the 
closest to national average. 

	 In 2008, the Northwest had the highest rates of internet development, 
both in terms of internet adoption and in terms of user activity. The lowest 
rates in these metrics were registered in the Urals.  

	 The highest rate of internet penetration is in the Far East. 

	 The highest number of domains per online capita is in the Central 
Federal Region, with Moscow region having even more domains than Saint 
Petersburg. 

	 The most expensive internet connection among the largest cities in 
Russia is offered in the cities of the Far East.  

	 The Far East also has the highest number of blogs per user, both active 
and abandoned. The most active bloggers live in the South.  

	 The most active online media are in the Urals, but the Volga Region has 
the highest number of online media sources. 
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Table 1. Comparison of internet development in Russia’s federal regions
Internet 
penetration

Domains per 
1,000 users 

Internet accessibility, 
roubles per month

Active blogs per 1,000 
users

News items from 
one regional media 
source

Center 24,9  % 35 743 2,7 5,1

North West 27,8  % 18 988 2,8 8,5

South 24,5  % 20 1235 1,1 10,7

Volga 23,7  % 22 850 3,6 7,5

Urals 23,6  % 22 637 4,2 13,3

Siberia 22,7  % 22 911 4,0 7,1

Far East 29,8  % 17 1988 4,7 10,7

Regional average 24,5  % 24 1050 3,2 8,4

Moscow 55,4  % 133 75 22,2 15,1

Saint Petersburg 52,2  % 57 94 14,3 11,1

Table 2. Internet development in Russia’s federal regions compared  
	       to regional average

Internet 
penetration 

Domains per 
1,000 users

Internet accessibility Active blogs per 1,000 
users

Online media activity 

Center +2  % +44  % +29  % –15  % –39  %

North West +13  % –24  % +6  % –13  % +1  %

South 0  % –18  % –18  % –74  % +27  %

Volga –3  % –8  % +19  % +13  % –10  %

Urals –4  % –9  % +39  % +32  % +58  %

Siberia –8  % –8  % +13  % +27  % –15  %

Far East +21  % –29  % –89  % +48  % +27  %

Moscow +126  % +447  % +93  % +600  % +79  %

Saint Petersburg +113  % +133  % +91  % +352  % +32  %
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